
 

Literacy - Writing Overview 

 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Traditional Nursery rhyme focus across the year - Author focus across the year 

Nursery  Introduce Mark Maker. 

• Uses large scale muscle movements.  

Forming basic patterns. 

• Chooses a dominant hand for writing. 

• Begins to use correct pencil grip. 

Can copy some known/familiar letters 

(graphemes). 

• Uses a correct pencil grip. 
 

Traditional Nursery rhyme focus across the year - Author focus across the year 

Reception Developing small 
motor skills. 
 
Begins to write some 
letters. 

Writes some letters 
accurately e.g. name. 

Uses some known 
letter knowledge in 
early writing. 
 
Is able to spell words 
by identifying the 
sounds (phoneme). 
 
 
 

Can form lower-case 
and capital letters 
correctly. 
 
Is able to spell more 
words by identifying 
the sounds 
(phoneme).  

Writes simple phrases 
and sentences that can 
be read by others 
(ELG: Writing). 
 
 
Spells words by 
identifying sounds in 
them and representing 
the sounds with a 
letter or letters (ELG: 
Writing). 
 

Can write short 
sentences with words 
with known sound-
letter 
correspondences using 
a capital letter and full 
stop. 
 
Re-reads what he/she 
has written to check 
that it makes sense. 
 
Writes recognisable 
letters, most of which 
are correctly formed 
(ELG: Writing). 

Year 1 Lima’s Red Hot Chilli  
Writing Task:  Retell 
Genre: Fiction 
(3weeks) 

Toy Story - video 
Writing Task: 
Descriptive account 
Genre: Fiction 
 

Duck in the Truck   
Writing task: Retell 
Genre: Fiction.  
 
Car, Car, Truck, Jeep 

Living in Kenya    
Writing Task: Fact file 
Genre: Non-Fiction   
 

Life cycle of a 
butterfly  
Writing Task: Fact File  
Genre: Non-Fiction   
 

Who is my Hero? 
Why?  
Writing Task: Write an 
acrostic poem title  
Genre: Poetry  
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Goldilocks and the 
three bears 
Writing Task: Retell 
Genre: Fiction 
(3weeks). 

Billy’s Bucket 
Writing task: Book 
review  
Genre: Non-Fiction 
 
Writing Task: Poem   
Genre: Poetry (1 
week) 

Writing Task: Write a 
poem 
Genre: Poetry 
 
Mr Grumpy’s Motor 
Car  
Writing Task: Diary 
entry  
Genre: Non-Fiction 

Mama Panya’s 
Pancakes  
Writing Task: 
Instructions 
Genre: Non-Fiction 

Tadpoles Promise  
Writing Task:  
Character description 
Genre: Fiction  

Detective Dog   
Writing Task: Wanted 
Poster 
Genre: Non-Fiction  
 
Supertato Veggies 
Assemble 
Writing Task: Crime 
description 
Genre: Fiction  

Year 2 Once Upon an 
Ordinary School Day 
Writing Task: Retell 
Genre: Fiction (4 
weeks) 
 
History  
Writing Task: 
Instructions  
Genre: Non-Fiction (2 

weeks) 

The Great Fire of 

London 

Writing Task: Non 
chronological report  
Genre: Non-Fiction (3 
weeks) 
 
Samuel Pepys Diary  

Writing Task: Diary 

Entry 

Genre: Non-Fiction (3 

weeks) 

 

Poetry – Christmas 
Writing Task: Acrostic 
poem 
Genre: Poetry (2 
weeks) 

 Georges Marvelous 
medicine  
Writing Task: Write a 
section of the story   
Genre: Fiction (2 
weeks) 
 
The Twits  
Writing Task: Retell a 
part of a story 
Genre: Fiction (4 
weeks) 

Beauty and the Beast  

Writing Task: Emotive 

letter 

Genre: Fiction (4 

weeks) 

 

Comparing Texts  

Writing Task: 

Comparing texts 

Genre: Fiction (1 

week) 

The Owl who is Afraid 

of the Dark and Owl 

Baby  

Writing Task: Fact file 
Genre: Non-Fiction (3 

weeks) 

 
Marsh Farm Trip 

Writing Task: 

Persuasive Recount 

Genre: Non-Fiction (2 

weeks) 

Katie in London 
and Malala’s Magic 
Pen  
Writing Task: Write a 
cultural story 
Genre: Fiction (5 
weeks) 
 
Poetry – London vs 
Islamabad poetry 
Writing Task:   
Write & cultural poem 

Genre: Poetry (2 
weeks) 

Year 3 Ug the boy genius 
Stone Age Tales 
The Great Cave 

The Egyptian 
Cinderella 

The Street Beneath 
my Feet  
Writing Task: Diary  

Greek Myths   The Great Kapok Tree 
The Vanishing 
Rainforest 

Poetry – performance 
poetry 
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Writing Task: 
Persuasive pitch -oral 
assessment  
Genre: Non-Fiction (5 

weeks) 

Writing Task: 
Alternative ending 
Genre: Fiction (3 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: Non- 
Chronological 
report/recount    
Genre: Non-Fiction (4 
weeks) 

Genre: Fiction (4 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: Survival 
guide 
Genre: Non-Fiction (2 
weeks) 

Writing Task: 
Narrative story 
opening 
Genre: Fiction (2 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: Diary 
Genre: Non-Fiction (2 
weeks) 

Writing Task: Letter 
Genre: Non-Fiction (3 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task:  
Description 
Genre: Fiction (2 
weeks) 

Writing Task: Write a 
poem. 
Genre: Poetry (6 
weeks) 

Year 4 Iron Man  
Writing Task: Recount 
Genre: Fiction (4 
weeks) 
 
Native American 
Poetry 
Writing Task: write 
own North American 
style poem  
Genre: Poetry (2 
weeks) 

The Highwayman 
Writing Task: Diary 
Genre: Fiction (4 
weeks) 
 
Shakespeare`s 
infamous characters  
Writing Task: 
Comparing infamous 
characters 
Genre: Non-Fiction (3 
weeks) 

Roman Britain -
History of Britain 
Writing Task:  fact file  
Genre:  Non-Fiction (3 
weeks) 
 
Roman poetry 
Writing Task: Write a 
Roman style poem  
Genre: Poetry (3 
weeks) 

Kenning Poetry  
Writing Task: Write a 
poem as Kenning  
Genre: Poetry (2 
weeks) 
 
`Anglo- Saxon Boy` 
Writing Task: 
Persuasive letter  
Genre: Non-Fiction (3 
weeks) 

Animal narratives 
Writing Task: Write as 
an animal 
Genre: Fiction (4 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task:  
Persuasive Letter   
Genre: Non-Fiction (1 
week) 

Kensuke`s Kingdom  
Writing Task: Write an 
alternative ending 
Genre: Fiction (5 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: 
Explanation 
Genre: Non-Fiction (2 
weeks) 
 

Year 5 Beowulf 
Writing Task: 
Character Description 
Genre: Fiction (3 
weeks) 
 
Beowulf & the Sea 
Hag 
Writing Task: Write a 
descriptive narrative 

Planetarium visit 
Writing Task:  Non-
chronological Report  
Genre: Non-Fiction (3 
weeks) 
 
Poetry 
Writing Task: Write a 
poem  

The Boy at the Back of 
the Class 
Writing Task:  Diary 
entries  
Genre: Non-Fiction (4 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: Write a 
Poem 

Julius Caesar 
Writing Task:  
Persuasive speech 
Genre: Fiction (5 
weeks) 
 
 

Mufaro`s Beautiful 
Daughters 
Writing Task: Analysis 
of Theme in Fiction 
Genre: Non-Fiction (4 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: Analysis 
of Theme in Poetry 

The Tin Forest 
Writing Task: Make 
Children`s Story Book 
Genre: Fiction (5 
weeks) 
 
 
Writing Task: Fairtrade 
Speech   
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Genre: Fiction (2 
weeks) 
 
`Beowulf & the 
Dragon of the Deep` 
Writing Task: Write a 
prologue 
Genre: Fiction (1 
week) 

Genre: Poetry (2 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: Write a 
Journal 
Genre: Non-Fiction (3 
weeks) 

Genre: Non-Fiction (2 
weeks) 

Genre: Poetry (2 
weeks) 

Genre: Non-Fiction (2 
weeks) 

Year 6 The Life of Stephen 
Lawrence  
Writing Task: Poetry 
based on Stephen 
Lawrence 
Genre: Poetry (3 
weeks) 
 
Ben Kinsella Video & 
Workshop. 
Writing Task: Changing 
the Narrative 
Genre: Fiction (3 
weeks) 

Walter Tull’s 
Scrapbook 
Writing Task: Diary 
Entry 
Genre: History Fiction 
(2 weeks) 
 
War Poetry 
Writing Task: Compare 
Poems 
Genre: Poetry (1 
week) 
 
Archie’s War 
Writing Task: Write a 
story with dialogue. 
Genre: Fiction (2 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: Balanced 
Argument  
Genre: Fiction (2 
weeks) 

Writing Task: Informal 
letter 
Genre: Fiction (2 
weeks) 
 
War Horse 
Writing Task: 
Monologue 
Genre: Fiction (2 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: Leaflet  
Genre: Non-Fiction (2 
weeks) 
 
 
 

Shackleton’s Journey 
Writing Task: Story 
with dialogue & 
description 
Genre: Fiction (3 
weeks) 
 
Writing Task: 
Explanation text 
Genre: Non-Fiction (3 
weeks) 
 
 
 

The Good Germ Hotel 
Science Writing Task: 
Magazine article  
Genre: Non-Fiction (5 
weeks) 
 
 
 
 

Go Big 
Writing Task: Survival 
Guide 
Genre: Non-Fiction (3-
4 weeks) 
 
Writing Task: Leaflet  
Genre: Non-Fiction (2 
weeks) 
 


